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Time is on Our Side
I’ve been reflecting on the idea of time a lot lately. Several things have all conspired and
converged to cause me to reflect on the idea of time.
Earlier this week, I received an e-mail from one of my favorite bands, Third Day,
announcing their Farewell Tour. This band has been together for 25 years (as long as we’ve
been married) and they’ve decided their time is coming to an end.
Last week, Jen and I traveled to UCLA for her 3 month appointment to see her
Rheumatologist. She also saw her Pulmonologist, got her annual CT scan and her 6 month
pulmonary function test. It was a very full day and I was reminded that it was 3 years ago
almost exactly that we first visited UCLA. Three years seems like a long time but a lot can
happen in just a couple of years.
A staﬀ colleague e-mailed me yesterday, asking for contact information of a friend. I did a
quick e-mail search for my friend to see what his current e-mail was and it pulled up an e-mail
from 3 years ago that we had sent out when we were heading to UCLA for the first time. We
were nervous about this initial visit and asking for prayer and my friend had responded to that
e-mail telling us that he and his wife were praying for us.
In the body of that e-mail I had posted a picture of Jen with our twins just a few weeks
earlier when she was in the hospital. She was smiling and upbeat but the eﬀects of her
condition were obvious. Seeing that picture was a stark reminder to me of just how much has
changed in just 3 years.
I’m not really much of a Rolling Stones fan but there is a popular song of theirs that says,
“Time is on my side…yes it is.”
I don’t often think about time as being on my side. Like many people, I tend to be
impatient and I want things to be the way I want them and I want it NOW! We live in a culture
where everything is URGENT. But what we’ve learned about ministry and about people is that
there are no shortcuts to maturity. You can’t microwave a person’s growth and development.
As we think about ministering to Young Professionals, our hope and desire is to develop
leaders of depth who are unleashed to make an impact for Christ in their communities.
We know that building anything of significance often takes time, and as my friend and
mentor Jim Sylvester often likes to say, “Time is your friend.” Time is on our side…yes it is!
Four and a half years ago, I started a neighborhood community through Nextdoor, a social
media website that seeks to create community by connecting neighbors who live in established
neighborhoods.
When we first launched our Nextdoor community, it seemed like a struggle just to get 10
verified members to join within the allotted time frame. And now, almost 5 years later, there are nearly 600
members in our community, with over 40% of our neighborhood participating. At some point, this
neighborhood network took on a life of its own and growth exploded.
Our hope and prayer is that our ministry to Young Professionals will take a similar path. Growth may
seem slow at times but we know that time is on our side…yes it is!
Thanks for journeying with us!

Time is on Our Side!
Top (January 2015) - Jen in the hospital, just before visiting UCLA
Top Middle: (May 2017) - Mother’s Day at Church
Bottom Middle: (October 2017) - Jen poses with a group of Young
Professional Women
Bottom: (May 2017) - Guys hanging out at our Beach Meet-Up
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