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A 16 Year Old Question Finally Answered
December marked the 16th anniversary of our adoption of Jacob and Joshua. I
remember the Family court judge expressing her appreciation to be a part of a story
that had a positive outcome, which I gathered was not the norm for her court.
From the very beginning, Jacob and Joshua have looked alike. In fact, when we were
about to take them from the hospital home that they had experienced their first 3
weeks of life, the nurses were so concerned that we might not know who was whom
that they tied a little tag on the toe of each one so we wouldn’t get them mixed up.
Despite the fact that they looked so similar at birth, we were informed that they
were fraternal twins and not identical. Naturally, we assumed that over time, they would
begin to look as diﬀerent as any non-twin siblings might.
That has not been the case. Most of their sports coaches over the years have not
been able to tell them apart, nor have many of their teachers. While some of their closer
friends have learned to identify them, many of their Cross Country teammates refer to
them simply as “LoweBros”. And as crazy as this sounds, Jacob and Joshua to this day
will sometimes look at a recent photo of both of them (like their most recent Cross
Country team photo for example) and mistake their twin for themselves!
The question that we often get is: are they identical? Our answer has always been an
uncertain, “well, we were told they were fraternal but we think they might be identical
but we can’t really know for sure unless we get a DNA test.”
Last Fall, Jen saw a Black Friday deal for a heritage test sponsored by 23andme.com,
a company that specializes in creating ancestry profiles based on a person’s DNA
sample. Jen purchased kits for our entire family and after sending in our samples, we
waited to see what the reports might reveal.
After a couple of weeks, the reports came back, and our long-time suspicions have
been confirmed…Jacob and Joshua share 100% of their DNA, which means that they
are identical twins!
Even though they’re identical, they’re still unique, with their own personalities,
interests, strengths and weaknesses. This is what amazes me about God. Literally,
billions of people have walked this earth and no two of them have ever been exactly
alike. Each person has their own story.
As I think about our job of reaching this Millennial generation and helping them to
thrive spiritually and live missionally, the task can seem overwhelming. There is so much
we’re trying to figure out and learn. There’s so much we don’t know.
I take comfort in the idea that we don’t have to know everything to move forward.
We simply treat each person as the unique individual they are. We learn their stories and
we walk along-side them and help them, as much as we can, to experience Jesus in their
lives.
We are grateful for your role in our life journey. Thanks for walking alongside us
through the ups and downs and uncertainties of life. We are grateful for your
friendship and partnership!

Twins Through the Years

Top (Dec 2001) - Adoption finalized!
Top Middle: (May 2006) - Joshua (left) & Jacob
Bottom Middle: (Dec 2009) - Joshua (left) & Jacob
Bottom: (Sept 2017) - Jacob (left) & Joshua before
getting a haircut in preparation for Service
Academy Night.
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