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When it Rains, it Pours
“Kind words are like honey - sweeter to the soul and healthy for the body.” - Proverbs 16.24 (New Living Translation)
There’s an old adage that says “when it rains, it pours.” That’s not a commentary on our recent weather as we’re still in
drought like conditions with what looks to be the 4th year in a row of record low rainfall in Southern California. Instead, it
seems like unwelcome circumstances often come in waves, one after the other.
Our hope that 2015 would have a much brighter outlook than 2014 was rather short-lived. Just a few weeks into the New
Year, Jen began experiencing shortness of breath and other symptoms related to her Vasculitis, putting Jen back into the
hospital for seven days of Prednisone blasts designed to counteract the Vasculitis flare.
One night as I was preparing to take the boys to visit Jen in the hospital, I got into our Highlander and it was completely
dead. It turned out to be a battery failure, which was strange since I just replaced
the battery less than a year ago.
For the past few weeks, I’ve noticed discoloration in some of the grout in our
downstairs bathroom that I just renovated last April. I didn’t think much about it but
on Saturday, I noticed those lines seemed to be growing. A closer inspection of the
baseboard behind the toilet showed evidence of water stains. My worst fear was
realized when I removed the toilet and opened up the wall to find an excessive
amount of water that was created by a pinhole leak in a pipe that was fine just a
few months ago. It was very interesting spending Super Bowl Sunday with no
running water and trying to figure out how to manage our bathroom needs.
When the circumstances of life challenge us, it’s easy to get deflated. I’d be
lying if I said that these trials haven’t been a drain to us emotionally. Yet in the
midst of everything that’s happening, your words of encouragement and support
Water stains on the baseboard behind the
have literally been words of life and hope to us.
toilet are a sign of a greater problem. To see
A few weeks ago when Jen was in the hospital, I sent out an update soliciting
video of the pinhole leak go to:
http://goo.gl/sJez2y
prayer for Jen. The number of people who responded, telling us they are praying
and sharing kind words of encouragement was a blessing to us. One of my friends,
Leo Mullarky, who is the director of Cru for the Inland Empire sent this note, which was particularly encouraging to me.
“I thought you could use some good news. So listen to this....God is raising up multiple movements in the Inland Empire.
He is using your vision and investment.
We launched Epic at Cal State San Bernardino last quarter and sent
3 students to the Epic Conference last weekend. We are launching Impact
at Cal State San Bernardino this week. In addition, Thom & Jessica
MacMillan (former UC Davis students who are joining Cru staff) have been
assigned to the Inland Empire Cru team, mostly from responding to your
vision that you gave them. It was their 1st choice of placement.
I just wanted to say thanks for your investment in Ethnic Field
Ministry (EFM). I know it was hard but God is still using your vision to help
others make a difference here.”
In this season of life where our ministry efforts are more limited than
we would like, it’s encouraging to know the Lord continues to use our past
efforts to inspire others and advance His kingdom purposes.
Thank you for standing with us and encouraging us as we navigate
the trials of life. Your words really have been sweet to the soul and healthy
for the body!

A student helps to start Impact at Cal State San
Bernardino.
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