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“The Best Laid Plans…”
“The best laid plans of mice and men often go awry.”

Entertainment, and Church.
The first day was packed with speakers who talked on a
This oft-quoted line comes from a poem written by
wide range of topics. We were even treated by a surprise
Robert Burns in 1785 after he inadvertently plowed through
appearance from
a field mouse nest. The words, penned with sadness,
Carrie Underwood
communicate the universal truth that one cannot plan for the and her husband
unexpected. This line aptly describes our week in Nashville. Mike Fisher who
For months, Jen and I had been preparing for a week in shared about the
Nashville, where we would have the opportunity to meet up
challenges and their
with fellow Cru City Millennial workers for the first time. In
commitment to
addition, we were looking forward to challenging our
marriage. Though a
thinking on Christianity and Culture by attending the Q
little like drinking from
Conference later in the week.
a firehose, we were
We thought we had worked out all the details. We were
eating up all of the
blessed by Jen’s parents, who visited for Easter and stayed great content.
Gabe Lyons interviews Carrie
through the week to watch our boys.
That’s when our
Underwood and Mike Fisher after
I even worked feverishly through Spring Break to
plans got derailed. Jen shared they made a surprise appearance
the first day of the Q conference.
renovate our guest bathroom in preparation for my in-laws’
that she was experiencing
arrival. That whole process in itself is probably illustrated by some chest pain and wanted
the above quote given the number of unexpected situations to go back to the hotel and rest. We were supposed to meet up
encountered that threatened to keep me from completing
for dinner with some friends from our University of Arizona days
the project on time. I’m happy to report though that the
who were now living in Nashville. But Jen’s chest pain got
renovation was officially completed in the afternoon on
worse, making it harder to breathe. We decided to go to the ER.
Easter Sunday mere hours before our
As many of you know from
departure.
experience, the ER is rarely a brief
Q is a place where leaders from
every sphere of society gather to
We arrived in Nashville as scheduled on
experience. For Jen, she was subjected
learn, reflect, collaborate and take
Monday where we had the opportunity to
to just about every test imaginable to
action to renew culture. We share a
meet our new colleagues for dinner for the
determine if there was something wrong
common commitment to the gospel
first time.
with her heart. Thankfully, every test
of Jesus Christ and an awareness
The next day was a full day of meetings
came back clear. It was determined that
of our calling by God to join Him in
and connecting. For me, it was invigorating to
the source of the chest pain was likely
His redeeming work throughout
increase my vision for what we will be doing
caused from having a case of walking
every channel of culture.
here in Orange County to reach Millennials.
pneumonia.
That night, we were treated to some live
Jen was eventually released with
music at the home of
antibiotics and she’s doing much better. We weren’t able to
one of our Cru
make our dinner appointment, and we missed the rest of the Q
colleagues who lives in
conference. But we made our flight home, thankful that it wasn’t
Nashville.
something more serious and also grateful for the time we were
The next day was
able to spend with our new co-workers.
the start of the Q
Though the week didn’t go exactly according to plan, we still
conference. The Q
left Nashville with an increased vision and excitement to reach
conference was started
Millennials. It was great being with others like us who are
8 years ago by Gabe
venturing into this new arena.
Lyons as an opportunity
We are grateful too for your partnership. Please pray for us
for Christians to hear
as we continue to prepare for this new ministry to which the
from numerous leaders Lord has called us. Pray for our plans to be the Lord’s plans
and experts who share
and that we would be able to trust Him when things don’t go
thoughts and insights
“according to plan!”
on 7 major segments of
Nashville is known for its live
music. We were treated to some culture: Media, Business,
great music by aspiring
Government, Social Sector,
musicians and songwriters.
Education, Arts &
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