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The Thanksgiving Tree
This November, Jen initiated a new tradition in our house. We call it the thanksgiving
tree. It’s a pretty simple idea. A handful of long, slim branches placed in a vase with dozens
of cutout paper leaves attached with ribbons. Every night at dinner, one of us would pull a
paper leaf off the tree and read a Bible verse that was printed on it related to giving thanks.
We would then go around the table and share something we were thankful for.
Since we agreed not to repeat thoughts from previous days, it was a great opportunity to
expand our hearts and think about blessings beyond the biggies like my home, my family
and the food on the table.
Last week, Jen and I attended our staff conference to say goodbye to the friends and
colleagues we have worked with for the past 25 years. It was a bittersweet moment to share
our vision with them concerning our new direction and also brought a moment of finality to
our 25 years of ministering to college students. We were truly thankful.
In the midst of saying goodbye, we received an enormous amount of encouragement
and words of thanks and gratitude for our years of service and the impact we’ve been
blessed to make in the lives of students and staff in our region.
Below are a few notes that encouraged us, and hopefully will encourage you as well.
As we read through all the notes that were given to us, we were particularly encouraged
to hear about the indirect impact we have made in the lives of people we have never met.
Like us, you may not directly know all of the people whose lives have been impacted
through your partnership, but your impact is real nonetheless.
As November ends and the Thanksgiving season is officially
behind us, we are incredibly thankful for you, our ministry partners.
Because of your prayers and generous giving, we are able to
influence many lives for the sake of Christ!
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