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Each year, thousands of students involved in Cru go on summer missions
projects all over the world. These projects are not only faith-stretching for our
students but they are critical to our mission of seeing movements launched to
every people group around the world.
Twenty-five years ago, I spent a summer on the mysterious Northstar
project. The location of the project was so secretive that I had to get
permission from my campus director just to go to an informational
meeting at our Winter Conference. When I went to the meeting, I
learned that Northstar was a summer mission to the Soviet Union.
Taking the gospel to spiritually deprived people behind the
Iron Curtain sounded intriguing and adventurous. It seemed like real
spy stuff. I signed up right away.
Because the Soviet Union was technically an atheistic state,
we couldn’t go in as missionaries and stay in one place too long. We had to
enter the country as tourists and hope to meet people along the way
with whom we could share the love of Christ. The teams that were
created were essentially tour groups visiting the different parts of the
Soviet Union in hopes of encountering and sharing Christ with the
people from those areas.
When I arrived at our briefing in New York that summer, I
learned that I had been placed on a team of 12 guys. It was highly
unusual to have a team with no women but we learned that our team
was put together that way because our itinerary for the summer was
going to be particularly arduous. In fact, 16 of our first 21 days were in
transit on a plane, train or bus. I grew particularly tired of lugging
around a heavy suitcase, backpack and my acoustic guitar.
We soon learned that our difficult travel schedule was the result of
a desire to see our team spend 3 days in Mongolia, a country that at the time, had no
known believers.
One night while in Mongolia, a team-mate and I walked out into the city and we
encountered a middle-aged man who spoke some English. By God’s grace, we were able to
engage him in a spiritual conversation. Towards the end of the conversation, my friend
Scott invited the gentlemen (whose name I don’t recall) to accept Christ as his savior. To
our excitement, he said yes and prayed with us right there. To our knowledge, he may
well have become the first Christ follower in modern day Mongolia.
I don’t know whatever became of that man but recently, I came across a picture that
warmed my heart and reminded me of my trip that summer. Judy
Douglass, whose husband Steve is the current president of Campus
Crusade for Christ, tweeted the picture to the left, which shows
Vonette Bright, the co-founder of CCC with some of our Mongolian
staff at a conference. Imagine that! Within the span of just 25 years,
Mongolia has gone from a country with no known believers to a
country with many believers and many Campus Crusade for Christ
staff members. Praise God that His purposes will be fulfilled and that
His desire is that the gospel would be known and embraced by people
from every tribe, tongue, nation and people group.
Thanks so much for the part you play in praying for us and partnering
with us to ensure that people all over the world might have an
opportunity to hear about and know Christ! You are a blessing to us!

